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The Symbols
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Rabban Gamaliel used to say: If, on Passover, you do not explain
these three things, you have not fulfilled your obligation:

¢ Pesach, the paschal lamb;
e Matzah, the unleavened bread;
¢ and Maror, the bitter herbs.
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Because the Holy One passed over the houses of our ancestors
in Egypt. As it is said: “It is a Passover offering to the Eternal One,

who passed over the houses of the people of Israel when Egypt was
smitten; but our houses were spared.”

A reader holds up the shank-bone and says:

“When the Temple still stood”—nearly two thousand years have
passed since that time. But this night past and present merge, and
we remember our beginnings. This bone helps us recall the paschal
lamb our ancestors offered long ago.




