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PRAYER READING SKILLS
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Dear Teacher:

Your students have learned the Hebrew alphabet and the
sounds vowels make. They can put them together to read
whole Hebrew words, but some things still bother them.

Can your students read words like
niyn or do they say mitz - ot?
M1 or do they say ru - chah?

19937 or do they say ha - loo?

To solve these common Siddur reading problems, and
many others, there are five types of exercises in Dereéch
Chochmah. Each lesson begins with a LETTER/VOWEL
REVIEW. Then students are given specific READING
RULES. They learn to apply these rules in SIDDUR
PHRASES. Each lesson also contains WORD BUILDING
exercises that teach necessary word-attack skills.
PRAYER PASSAGES are presented at the end of every
lesson, so that students can apply their skills in a
meaningful way, leading to rhythmic, fluent Hebrew
reading.

In this Teaching Guide you will find basic procedures t.
implement these five types of exercises in the classroom.
We are eager to hear about your students’ progress and to
offer any additional help you may need. Please let us hear

from you. '

Magda Winter Roberta Osser Baum



THE FIVE TYPES OF EXERCISES

I LETTER/VOWEL REVIEW

II. READING RULES

[II. SIDDUR PHRASES

IV. WORD BUILDING

V. PRAYER PASSAGES



I. LETTER/VOWEL REVIEW

Some letters and vowels in the Hebrew alphabet confuse
students. Each lesson begins with a LETTER/VOWEL
REVIEW. Students are taught to distinguish between look-
alike letters (Example: o D), sound-alike letters {Example: 3
a), difficult vowels (Example: i 1).

A. BASIC CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

1. Have students read aloud the sound of each letter or
vowel as it is introduced. To help students see the
difference between look-alike letters (see page 23), ask
them to describe what makes the two or three letters look
the same and how we can tell them apart.

Ask students to mark the differences with a pencil or
highlight pen. (Example: 33 = nn - oo - nnn)

2. Several lines of reading practice immediately follow the
LETTER/VOWEL REVIEW. Assign two students to each
line. The pairs of students take turns reading aloud the
sounds on that line. One is the voice and the other is the
echo. (Example: page 23 — Voice: “i1""; Echo “73"; Voice:
“yn”’; etc.) For variations of this Echo Technique: half the
class can be the echo; the teacher can be the voice and the
class the echo or one student can be the voice and the rest
of the class the echo.

3. Assign a letter or a vowel to each student. Each one
finds and reads the words in the Siddur Phrases that
contain the assigned sound. (Example: Student is assigned



the letter §j on page 30. Then, turning to page 31, the same
student says “line 5 5133 and on line 8, two words: §%x
and foxn.”

4. Use a section of the class bulletin board to display
“pockets” made from envelopes. Write* sets of sound-
alike and look-alike letters on the front of each envelope.
Have students make flashcards with words containing the
sounds as they are introduced and insert them into the
appropriate “‘pocket.”’ Students can use these cards for
additional reading practice as required.

* When using Derech Chochmah, the use of manuscript print writing
(not script) is recommended for the preparation of all flashcards, charts
and chalkboard work.



II. READING RULES

Each lesson introduces students to one or more READING
RULES. (See pages 12-13). These rules pave the way to
fluent prayer reading. Each rule is followed by exercises so
students can immediately apply the rule.

A. BASIC CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

1. Read the rule aloud to the class (Example: page 32
“ACH") Call on individual students to read the rule. Ask
students to explain the rule in their own words. Then have
students read the words that accompany the READING
RULE (mpw mn mb).

2. Direct students to the word building list following each
READING RULE. Students read aloud the part of each
word that demonstrates the READING RULE.

3. Ask students to look in the Siddur Phrases and in the
Prayer Passage for words that highlight the READING
RULE (page 33: line 2 nawY; line 4 131); etc. page 34: line
1 oawy).

4. Students can create their own files of word cards. Each
time they learn a new READING RULE, they write three
words from the Word Building list or three Siddur Phrases
that highlight the rule. Periodically, students go to their
files to challenge themselves or a partner to read each of
the word cards correctly. (Example: page 25 — “THE
SILENT 1" — n%p mi nyn etc)



II. SIDDUR PHRASES

Each lesson contains SIDDUR PHRASES which highlight
the Letter/Vowel Review (see pages 10-11) and SIDDUR
PHRASES which highlight the Reading Rule (See pages
12-14). SIDDUR PHRASES reinforce reading patterns
thereby easing students into fluent prayer reading.

A. BASIC CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

1. One student reads a phrase in the text omitting one
word. Another student reads the “‘missing’’ word and then
the complete phrase.

2. Place numbers in a box. Each number corresponds to a
numbered SIDDUR PHRASE in the text. Students, in
turn, select a number from the box, find the phrase in the
text and read it aloud.

3. Students each select three phrases to read. For each
correct reading, students accumulate the number of points
indicated by the number next to the selected phrase.

4. Write each word in each phrase on a separate index
card. Using the text, students align the cards to form
complete phrases on the chalkboard ledge, in a pocket
chart or on a clipboard. Student reads the completed
phrase aloud. (Store sets of cards in separate zip lock
bags.)



