od saw that peopls were treating one another
badly. All they did was plan wicked deeds all
day long. God =aid, *I will wipa out the humans
that I created. I wish that [had nevermadethem!™
But in that wicked time thera was one man, Moah,
who was a tzaddik—a righteous person. Moah
walked with God.

GEMEDIS 8:14-22

God said to Moah, “Make an ark of cedar wood
and seal it with tar. It ghould have many rooms,
& window at the top, and a door on its side. [am
about to flocd the earth, and everything on earth
will die. But I will make a covenant with you,
Moah. You and your family will enter the ark,
along with two of each animal—one male and
one female. Collact food for yourselves and for
the animals and store it away.” And Noah did as
God commanded.

‘What da you
think It maans to
“walk with God™

What kind of a person
“walks with God™F
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Many befieve that Noah's onk

etting to Noah You

NESIS 7:6-23 Ry G
When Noahwas six hundred years old, he brought :

his family and animals of every kind intotheark. | Flashback! You are Moah, and It Is 100 years after the

Seven days later, the sky burst open. Rain fellon ~~ §}  Tood. Your many grandchiidren have lots of questions about your deys
tha earth for forty days and forty nights. The wa- ﬁﬁmmmmmmmwm
tars rosa 80 high that even the tallast mountains o, AR

were covered. Allthe animals and all the umans :

on earth died. Only Noah and those with him in
the ark remained safe.

Hiovw did you react when God told you about the nood?

GEMEDIS 7 2480

After forty days, God caused a wind to blow
across the earth, and the rain stopped. After the
flood had been on the earth one hundred and Afty
days, the waters began to dry up. The ark came to
rest in the mountains of Ararat. Noah opened the
window of the atk and sent out a raven. The ra-
ven flew around. searching for a place to land.
When the raven did not retum, Noah sent out a
dove. But the dove could not find a resting place
and returned to the ark.

What was hardest about befng on the ark for so lomng T




Wiy did Moah choose the dove to be his messenger?

Classic Midrash

The animals heard a rumon Moeah would take only his favorite animals
with him on the ark. 5o they came to Moah to boast about themseves.
The llon reared, =1 am the strongest of the beasts. | must be saved.” The

elephant blared, “But | am the largest” “But | give eggs,” clucked the han.

Moah noticed the dove siting quietly on a branch. *Why are you sliant,
It dove?™ *1 don't think of mysell as better than the others,” cooed
the dove. "Each of us has something the others do not, something given
to us by God” “The dove Is right,” Noah sald. *That Is why &l of you shall
come Into the ark. But because the dove was modest, | choose It to be
my messenger.” Isaac Bashevls SIRger “Why Moah Chose the Dove”)

Your Midrash
Complete the story below to create your own midrash.

Ora daw om the erk, Mogh oeerhsard 2 rabbit and giraffa erguing. “Wa ore too
differemt to ba friemds,” caid the giraffe. '] sgme’”’ ceid the rabbit. Then the dove
spoke up. *H s trus thet wou ore Efferend: But here is wiey woo dhould b friands:

GEMEDIS BI10-14
After seven days, Moah again sent out the dowve.
This time, the dove returned with an olive leafin
itz beak. Seaing this, Moah knew that the earth
was beginning to dry. Moah waited another saven
daye and sent the dove again. This time, the dove
did not return. The earth was finally dry.

GEMEDIS BI15—-06

Then God said to Moah, "Come out of the ark with
your family. Bring every living thing that is with
you—the birds, the animals, and all the creeping
things. Let them be fraitful and multiply on the
earth.” Then God blessed Moah and his family
and said, *You may eat animals and plants, but
you may not eat animals that are still alive. And
you may not kill people, for they are created in
the image of God.™

GEMESIS B-8-17
Then God said, “I will establish My covenant
with you and with those who come after you,
and with every living creature, forever. I promise
nevar again to destroy the earth. I have placed
a rainbow in the clouds. This is the sign of the
covenant batween bMe and you.”

The oifve len’ showsd
Noaoh that the wters hod
Fons down far enowgh for
the fops of trees io appaar.

“Creatad i1 the image
of God™F We've hoard

that before, when Sod
fAret formead humare.

Wy di you thirk Gad
chows a ralnbow se the
*ﬂ*_&;"
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Our sages told this story: While Noah bullt the ark, his nelghbors stood
around and laughed. “What are you doing ™ they asked. “God sees that
people do wicked deeds all the time,” Noah answened. “Soon God will
twring a flond to destroy the world” Moah hoped that his nelghbors would
hear his words and change thelr wicked ways. Then God would not have
to destroy the world after ail. But even when Noah and his family boarded
the ark, his nelghbors still Just stood around and laughesd.

When everyone around us Is behaving poory, it can
e difficult to do what 15 figit. But Noah knew
better. Moah showed kndness and respect to
others, even though those around Rim did

not. Perhaps that Is why the Torah calls

him a tzoddi, 3 “rightecus person”

Moah stood his groand. He did

what he knew was fight.

The Bible tels ws bt Mool
was ¢ iraddk o ‘nighteocus
person” The word tzaddik

i redmed o the word

tredakah, Rghisows ghing "

I takes courage to do what
is right—especially if people
around you are behaving
poeorly. Help Moah find his
way through the maze to
find the courage he needs.




