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Thiz Dutwh postage stamp, issusd in 1977,

honored Spiroza on the three hundradth
anniversary of his desth.

(i What Do You Think?

Although Spincza was excommuni-
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cated, he nevarconvertad to anothar

religion. If he wera alive today, do
you think that Spinoza would be
accapted by the North American and
Dutch Jewsish commmunities? Why or
why not?

Why might it be =asier for
today’s Jewish communities to
accapt differences among theair
members? Why might it sormetimes
still be difficule?
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remained connected to one another. They were
united by their common origins in Spain and
Portugal, their shared religious and sedal tradi-
tions, and their dose family ties. Generations of
Sephardic Jews helped, married, and traded
with one another, reinforcing their friendships
and family connections,

Judaism was by now long divided into two
distinctive branches. One branch consisted of
Sephardic Jews with roots in Spain and
Portugal, and the sther consisted of Ashkenazic
Jews with roots in Germany and France, Many
Jewish communities had two SYDagogIes, one
for Sephardic Jews and another for Ashkenazic
Jews. In some communities Sephardic and
Ashkenazic Jews rarely interacted and would not
even marty one another.

Bur the experience of the Sephardic Jews left
its mark on all Jews.

First, Jews learnsd never to take their
security for granted. Even in a country whers
they had flourished for centuries, conditions
could change for the worse and Jews could be
persecuted and forced w leave. Second, the
Inquisition reminded Jews to value the ties that
united all Jewish people, no matter what their
differences. By risking their lives to help one
another, they succesded in holding on to their
religious beliefs and identities for generations,
if only in secret. Finally, both Sephardic and
Ashkenazic Jews were reminded that they had
to be flexible and adaptable, and never give up
hope. Working together, they could survive,
strengthen Jewish life, and help to repair the
world.







