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The BlG Picture

Every year, when you anter a new grade, your life
changes. You have new teachers, classmates, subjects,
and lunch choices, maybe even a new school. To adjust,
you may nead to changs. You may nead to becorme more
disciplined in studying, or be less picky about what you
eat, orwake up earlier to get to school on time.

Just like individuals, communities often face the
nead to changs. In fact, Jewish history iz filled with such
situations. It began with our ancestors. At first, local
chieftains led the Israslites. When they could no longer
provide adequats l=adership, the lsraeslites united undar
a king. Cwer time, the Israslite kingdom was built, splitin
two, and destroyed. Many lzraslites wers forced out of
our homeland. Sorme returned to rebuild it, while others
continued to live in foreign lands.

But despits the nurmerous adaptations, our ancestors
rnairtained their core religious belisfs and identities. While
other ancient peoples were conguersd, absorbed into the
larger culture, and dizappsared, the lsraelites continued
to survive and thrive. How the Jewish people continue to
adapt and flourish is what thiz book iz all about.
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Time to Unite?
Early Israclite society was tribal. A village could be made up of a single
clan, and a group of clans formed a tribe. Local judges, or chieftains,
ruled over the tribes. Often, one judge had authority over a
single tribe. Tudges were responsible for setling dispures
hemween people and also led their mibes in times of war.
But the neighboring Philistines developed

superior military technology, such as iron-spoke
charints, and began pushing into Israelie

territory. The Israclites needed a more
centralized leadership than the local
judges could provide. They needed one
leader whe could unite them in their fight

for survival.

And so, the Bible tells us, at Gods
commanid, Saulwas ancinted the first king
of Isracl. But Saul was more like a tribal
chief than a king. The territory he
controlled was not very lange and he had
no palace or capital dity. Although he was
a great warrior, Saul was unable to unite
the Israelites.
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