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Core Concept

The purpose of Jewish learning is to
acquire the necessary wisdom to guide
our actions. Through study we learn to
take the actions that help us become
our best selves and contribute to mak-
ing the world a better place.

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to:

@ Describe several ways in which
they can honor the Jewish peo-
ple’s Covenant, or Brit, with God.

O Differentiate between the Written
Law (Bible) and Oral Law
(Talmud).

& Draw from personal examples
and from the lives of others to
explain how studying Jewish
values can lead to a fairer and
more just world.

Chapter Overview

This chapter teaches that the purpose
of gaining Jewish wisdom (studying
Torah and other sacred teachings) is
to help us learn to take sacred
actions, such as feeding the hungry,
comforting the ill, and respecting our
elders. Students learn that the Jewish
people entered into a covenant with
God and were given the Torah, which
provides us with the instructions for
living as a holy people.

Key Yocabulary

Am Kadosh Holy nation

Brit Covenant; the agreement
between God and the Jewish people
Mitzvah, Mitzvot Sacred command-
ment(s), instruction(s)

.
®e00cc00c0000000000000000000000000000000°

.
® 00 0 000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000C00000C0C0C0C0000C0000C00C00C0C000C000C0000C00C00C0C0000C00C0C0C0CCCOCOCOIOCIOCOEIOIOIOIOIOIEOIEOIEEOIEOEOEOOsOsssssccccn®

Wisdom

AND Action

Textbook pages 6—17

Getting Started: Unpacking the Text

(pages 6-7)

Invite a student to read Pirkei Avot 3:17 on page 6. Ask
students to what kind of “deeds” they think Rabbi Elazar was
referring. (good deeds, mitzvot, acts of kindness and caring) Ask
students how they would describe a person whose wisdom is
greater than his or her deeds. (person knows a lot but does little
or nothing with that knowledge)

Ask what Rabbi Elazar meant when he compared people
with much wisdom but few deeds to trees with many branches
but few roots. (As roots strengthen a tree with many branches so
that it can stand upright, so a person with wisdom is strengthened
and made more upright by the good actions he or she performs.)
Provide several examples of how taking action can strengthen
a person who has much knowledge but little practical experi-
ence. (Playing a musical instrument or reading Hebrew can turn
general or abstract knowledge into practical skills, broaden the
person’s experience and knowledge, and enable the person to belp
others. )

Explain that Rabbi Elazar was particularly referring to
the wisdom of Torah and the deeds of mitzvot, the sacred
commandments of Torah. Provide students with several
examples of mitzvot and ask them to name others. (studying
Torah, giving tzedakab, lighting Shabbat candles) You may want
to make a list on the chalkboard.

Invite a student to the front of the room to read the story
on page 7. Then ask: Who in the story says that wisdom
(study of Torah) is most important? (Rabbi Akiva) Who says
that deeds (performing mitzvot) are most important? (Rabbi
Tarfon) Divide the class into two debate teams, one repre-
senting Rabbi Akiva’s view and the other Rabbi Tarfon’s.
Hold a five-minute debate and then explain to the students
that they will learn about the value of wisdom and action in
this chapter.
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Our Sacred Covenant (page 8)

Divide students into small groups. Distribute a sheet of paper and a pencil to each
group. Ask students to list ten members of the Covenant from Jewish history.
(Possible answers: Abrabam, Sarab, King David, Maimonides, Theodor Herzl, Golda
Meir) 'To help students you may want to make copies of the Bible or Humash (Five
Books of Moses) available from your sanctuary, as well as Jewish history books. Have
students share their lists with the class. Then invite students to add their own names
to their lists.

Next to their names, ask students to list three ways in which they honor the Briz.
(Possible answers: attend religious school and prayer services, feed a family pet, honor their
parents)

ﬁ Artist’s Corner: Our Sacred Covenant (page 8)

After completing the activity above, you may want to make a composite list that
includes the names of the famous people from each group and the names of all your
students. The list can be written on butcher-block paper or on a large sheet of con-
struction paper. Students can use crayons, highlighters, markers, and colored pencils
to decorate the list with pictures of themselves and others honoring the Brit through
mitzvot. You may want to display the results under the title “We Are Members of
the Brit and Part of Jewish History.”

Teaching Enrichment: Qur Sacred Teachings (pages 8-13)
Before beginning this section, you may want to explain that there are two types
of mitzvot: ritual mitzvot (holiday and religious observances and traditions such as
conducting a Passover seder, lighting Hanukkah candles, attending prayer services)
and ethical mitzvot (how we treat others and the world around us; for example,
feeding the hungry, being honest, conserving energy). The prophets Isaiah and
Hosea taught (see textbook top of page 12) that fulfilling ritual mitzvot has value
only if we also observe ethical mitzvor. Have students debate or discuss whether or
not they agree or disagree with the prophets. You may want to invite your rabbi or
educational director to join in the debate.

What Are Your Dreams? (page 9)

To help students answer the last question, suggest they look at the textbook’s table
of contents to find values that will help them achieve their dreams. Ask students

to share their examples of how what they learn in religious school can help them
succeed. (Possible answers: getting good grades requires persistence and study; getting along
with others may require acts of peacermaking)

Ancient Stories for Modern Times (page /1)

Possible answers: attend religious school, help a younger sibling with homework, donate
tzedakah
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CounT ME IN * TEACHING GUIDE

:Photo Op (page 12, bottom)

Does fishing or hunting for sport reflect Jewish values? (Because there is no direct
probibition, we must look to other Jewish values to inform us. The fewish obligation to be
compassionate to animals [tza’ar ba’alei hayyim] suggests that fishing and bunting for sport
are not acceptable.) A note regarding the killing of animals for food: Judaism strives
not to make unnecessary and impractical demands. It recognizes that human beings
have a desire to eat meat. Even so, Judaism maintains that animals being raised or
hunted for food be treated with compassion.

The Written Law and the Oral Law (page 13)

Have three students each read aloud a paragraph to the class. Then divide the class
into two groups. Ask one group to list the advantages of passing down the Oral Law
by word of mouth. (It insures that people will study with others; encourages fews to live
near one another; students must pay close attention to their teachers.) Have the second
group list the advantages of permanently writing down the Oral Law. (Lessons will
not be lost; books can reach a wider audience; people can study whenever they have time.)
Ask: Do you think the benefits of recording the Oral Law outweigh the benefits of
passing it on by word of mouth?

“§@ Photo Op (page 14)

Ask students to describe a Jewish tradition their families value and to explain why.
(Possible answers: celebrating Passover together because it makes them feel closer; lighting
Shabbat candles makes them feel calm, planting trees on Ti B’Shevat helps the environment)

Learn It & Live It (page 14)

This chapter introduces many examples—honoring parents, recycling, holiday
observance—of putting the wisdom of our sacred texts into actions. Invite students
to respond to this section’s opening question, “How do you know how well you've
succeeded in your study of Jewish sacred texts and values?” (can explain a Fewish text,
can read Hebrew, can chant more prayers each year, donate tzedakab each week, treat others
with respect)

Family in Action
You may want to send a letter home to parents to introduce them to the family
activities to which they will be invited to participate in the upcoming chapters. A
sample letter is shown on page 7.
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Sample Letter to Parents or Guardians

Shalom,

This year, our class will study Jewish values using the
textbook Count Me In: Jewish Wisdom in Action. Among the
values we will explore are persistence, study, community,
and peace. In the course of our studies, we will focus on
the everyday relationships and decisions that are critical to
your child, your family, and our community. We will then
investigate how the wisdom found in Jewish sacred texts,
such as the Bible and Talmud, can enrich these relation-
ships and guide our decisions and actions.

To reinforce what your child has learned and to
encourage your child to act based on this new knowledge,
you will periodically be invited to participate in an activity.
Your participation will help affirm the importance of your
child’s religious school studies by tying your family’s values
into the Jewish values we are studying.

We hope you find the activities engaging and enjoy-
able, and that they stimulate meaningful family dialogue and
enrich your child’s appreciation of Jewish tradition.

Thank you for your interest.

Sincerely,
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