
Reconstructionist Variations for Hineni
Haftarah Blessings (page 1) © Behrman House, Inc.

v∂rœyµp®v®v [Jfår≈C

BLESSING BEFORE THE HAFTARAH READING

Practice reading the blessing aloud.

oh≈cJy oh°th≈ćb≈C r®jœC rπĪt oœkJgœv ¢πk◊n Ubhßvflk̆t vuvh v„{Át ¢UrœC .1

v∂rJ{®C rßjJC®v vuvh v„{Át ¢UrœC .[◊n̆tπC oh¬r„n̆tΩB®v oπvh©rµc¬sµc vœm∂ŕu .2

.eçsπmÅu [◊n̆tœv h¿th≈ćb≈cU JSµc®g vπInµcU .3

Blessed are you, ETERNAL ONE, our God, the sovereign of all worlds, who has called upon the

righteous prophets and desired their words, spoken in truth. Blessed are you, WISE ONE, who

takes pleasure in the Torah, and in Moses, servant of God, and in the prophets of truth and

justice.

Name: _________________________________________
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Make Me A Match

Connect each Hebrew word to its English meaning.

spoken oh≈cJy

and righteousness (justice) oh¬r„n̆tΩB®v

prophets JSµc®g

good (faithful) oh°th≈ćb

God’s servant eçsπmÅu

The blessing before the haftarah does not mention God’s “choosing”

Israel. However, the blessing does tell us that God “chooses” Moses as

God’s servant and the prophets as God’s messengers. What do you

think the differences are between the two types of “choosing”?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Name: _________________________________________

Prayer 
Dictionary

r®jœC
chose

oh°th≈ćb(≈C)
prophets

oh≈cJy
good (faithful)

oh¬r„n̆tΩB®v
spoken

[◊n̆tπC
in truth

rßjJC®v
gives

JSµc®g
God’s servant

eçsπmÅu
and righteousness

(justice)



Reconstructionist Variations for Hineni
Haftarah Blessings (page 3) © Behrman House, Inc.

BLESSINGS AFTER THE HAFTARAH READING

Practice reading the first blessing after the haftarah. 

kœfµC eh¬S®m oh°nœkJgœv kœF rUm oœkJgœv ¢πk◊n Ubhßvflk̆t vuvh v„{Át ¢UrœC .1

uh∂rœcåS kœFπI oØH®ěnU rßCƒšn®v vπGJǵu r¿nJtœv i„n̆tΩB®v k¿tœv [JrJS®v .2

.eçsπmÅu [◊n̆t .3

∞hçrœcåS≈n sœj◊t rœc∂śu ∞hçrœcåS oĥb„n̆tΩb́u Ubhßvflk̆t vuvh tUv v„{Át i„n̆tÒb .4

v„{Át ¢UrœC .v„{„t i„n†jƒŕu i„n̆tΩb ¢πk◊n k¿t h≈F ,oœeh©r cUIÂh tflk rJj„t .5

.uh∂rœcåS kœfµC i„n̆tΩB®v k¿tœv vuvh .6

Blessed are you, ETERNAL ONE, our God, the sovereign of all worlds, the rock of all the

worlds, the righteous one throughout all generations, the faithful God, whose word is deed,

who speaks and fulfills, whose words are truth and justice.

Faithful are you, ETERNAL ONE, our God, and faithful are your words; not a single word of

yours is unfulfilled for you are a sovereign God, faithful and merciful. Blessed are you

ETERNAL ONE, the God faithful in all your words.

Name: _________________________________________
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Practice reading the second, third, and fourth blessings after the haftarah. 

v∂rßv̌n≈C ®gh≈IJ{ k¿t∂rµGÍh ∞̌N®gµkU UbhØH®j [hßC th≈v h≈F iJH≈m k®g oßjƒr .1

.œvhΩbœcµC iJH≈m ®j¿N®Ǧn ,vuvh v„{Át ¢UrœC :Ubh¿nÂhµc .2

,UbßC≈k kÇdÂh́u tJcÂh v∂rßv̌n≈C ∞çSµc®g th≈cÅB®v UvÂH≈k¿tµC Ubhßvflk̆t vuvh UbßǰN®G .3

vœK≈p̌{ [hßC ∞̌[hßcU o„[Jc̄t k®g oĥbœC cßḱu oĥbœC k®g [Jc„t cßk ch≈Ißv́u .4

.s®gœk oJkœI th≈c¿n vuvh v„{Át ¢UrœC :oh°N®gœv kœfµk t©rœEÍh .5

„{Á[ÅBπI vÒZ®v [œC®W®v oJh k®ǵu oh°th≈ćB®v k®ǵu v∂sJc†gœv k®ǵu v∂rJ{®v k®g .6

kflF®v k®g .[çr„tµp°[µkU sJcœfµk ,vœjUb̌n≈ḱu vœWøsµe≈k Ubhßvflk̆t vuvh Ubœk .7

h≈pµC ∞̌n≈I ¢ƒrœČ[Íh .¢„[Jt oh≈fårœčnU ¢œk oh¬sJn Ubµjıb̄t Ubhßvflk̆t vuvh .8

.[œC®W®v I©S®ěn vuvh v„{Át ¢UrœC .sπgÅu oœkJgµk sh°n„{ h®j kœF .9

Name: _________________________________________
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Blessings Galore!

You learned that the blessing before the haftarah praises God for choosing prophets who are

faithful, who speak the truth, and who act justly.

The four blessings after the haftarah have very different themes. Read the theme for each

blessing, then answer the question.

Blessing 1

praises God, whose words are true and who fulfills all promises.

Blessing 2

asks God to have mercy on and to protect Zion, and prays for our return there. In ancient

times, Zion was another name for Jerusalem.

Blessing 3

expresses the hope that Elijah the prophet will come soon and usher in the messianic age.

Blessing 4

thanks God for: (1) the Torah, (2) the worship service, (3) the prophets, and (4) Shabbat,

our holy day of rest.

How is the fourth blessing after the haftarah the high point of all the other blessings,

including the blessing before the haftarah?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Name: _________________________________________
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What are the differences between the traditional version of v∂rœyµp®v®v [Jfår≈C and the

Reconstructionist version? Why do you think Reconstructionists eliminate references to the

restoration of King David’s dynasty and to a personal Messiah? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

In Malachi 3:24, it is written: “May God turn the hearts of the parents to their children and

the hearts of the children to their parents.” What does this mean for you? For your parents? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

We use the line from Malachi to describe the messianic era. How is focusing on the

messianic era different from focusing on the Messiah as a person? What are the advantages

and disadvantages of changing this prayer? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Which version of the haftarah blessings does your congregation use—the Reconstructionist

or the traditional one? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

Name: _________________________________________


