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Chapter 4
DEBORAH
JUDGES ISRAEL

any years passed. The people settled in the Land of
Israel and for a while, all was peaceful. Then
Joshua called the Israelites together at Shechem,
Joshua said, “I have grown old. Soon I must die.
You have seen what God has done for you.
Because God fights for you, each of you is like a thousand warriors” Then
Joshua repeated their history. He told them about Abraham, Jacob and
Joseph, and about the years of wandering, Joshua asked, “Do you promise
to serve God always¢” And the people said, “We will serve only God. We
will obey only God”
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On that day, Joshua made a covenant with the people. He wrote all
this in a book of God’s teachings. He set up a great stone at Shechem to be
the sign of the covenant between God and Israel.

Then Joshua, the servant of God, died at the age of one hundred and
ten years. And the people of Israel buried him on his own farm in the Land
of Israel. The people served God as they had promised, for they had seen
the mighty deeds which God had done for them. But their children had
not seen these marvels, and soon they began to worship foreign gods. So
the enemies of Israel grew stronger.

Then God gave Israel Judges to lead them against their enemies.
And God was with the Judges while they lived. Yet, when the Judges died,
the people would grow weak and forget God again, bowing down to
idols. So it was, for many years, as God tested the Israelites.
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In time, the prophetess Deborah was made Judge over Israel. She sat
beneath the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-El in the

mountains of Ephraim. And whenever the Children of Israel had an
argument, they came to her to be judged.

Once she sent for the famous soldier, Barak, and said to him, “God
has commanded you to go to Mount Tabor. There you will battle against
Sisera, who commands the great army of Jabin, with all its chariots. Fear
not, for God will defeat them?” Barak said, “If you will go with me, then
[ will go. But if you will not go with me, I will not go”

“] will surely go with you;” Deborah answeted. “But know this:
God will not let you kill Sisera. Sisera will fall at the hand of a woman”

Now Sisera had nine hundred chariots of iron, and all his army:
Baral’s army was all on foot, and their weapons were few. So it was God
who defeated Sisera and all his chariots and all his army. And of all his
mighty army, only Sisera escaped.

Sisera ran to the tent of Yael, the wife of Heber, a friend of King
Jabin. And Yael said, “You can rest here with me!” She brought him into
the tent and covered him with a blanket. He said, “Stand at the door of the
tent. [f anyone asks, ‘Is there a man here?” you shall say, ‘No’”

But when Sisera was asleep, Yael took a tent peg and a hammer and
went softly to his bed. Then she drove the peg into the side of his head.
So Sisera died.

Yael came out of the tent and saw Barak. She knew that he was
looking for Sisera. “Come;” she said, “I will show you the man you seek”
And when he went into her tent, there he saw the dead Sisera. That is
how God destroyed the army of Jabin, king of Canaan.

Then Deborah and Barak sang on that day:

Hear, O kings!
Give ear, O princes!
I, even I, will sing to God.

I will sing praise to the God of Israel.
And the land was peaceful again for forty years.






A LESSON FROM THE PROPHETS
The Book of Judges

Joshua brought the Ark of the Cove-
nant and the Tabemacle to Shiloh.
The Children of Israel divided the
iving each tribe a portion. But
s seldom went to Shiloh.
They worshipped near home. In the
north, they worshipped at Dan. In
the center of the country, they wor-
d at Shechem, Shiloh, or Gilgal.
in the south, th
at Hebron or Beershe
place, they worshipped “the God of
Israel)” but they did not think of
themselves as one people.

“Then God gave Isracl judges..”
When a tribe was attack
enemy, other tribes came to
the battle. (When Deborah called
Baral’s arm

worshippe

Local legend says that Joshua was buried
here, near the city of Shechem.
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beneath her tree, also scttled
arguments. Perhaps that is why they
were called judges.

The Book of Judges tells the story of
rwelve leaders. Deborah was the
only woman, but she was one of the
three most important judges. The
other two were Gideon and Samson.

came from the tribes of From first to last, the judges were

Naftali and Zebulun.) The leaders

favorites of the people, ruling because

t the tribes together were the people wanted them to rule.
|Sources: Joshua, 13FF; Judges]

s’ Some, like Deborah




NAME SCRAMBLE

Unscramble the letters to see the names of people you have read about,
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All these things happened in the story, but they are not in the right order.
Number the sentences in the order that they happened.

____ \When the Children of Israel had an argument, they came to Deborah
to be judged.

Joshua called the Israelites together at Shechem.

Barak defeated the great army of Jabin.

Joshua set up a stone to be the sign of the covenant between God and
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Israel.
God gave Israel judges to lead them against their enemies.
Yael killed Sisera while he lay sleeping.
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= What happened when Joshua called the Israelites together at Shechem?

afas
== What happened when the Children of Israel had an argument?
£

What happened when the Judges died?

What happened when the people began to worship foreign gods?

APPENE

=g= What happened when Deborah sent for Barak?

E What happened when Sisera escaped?
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1. Deborah sat beneath apalm____
Enmm‘ s in the mountains of‘Ephraim.
P“lll[ ?3;1'11&? people promised to
f 1 3 WLYS,
%?‘iﬁ:[&idﬂ? 3. — commanded the army
e of Jabin, king of Canaan.
Th 5 : 4. Joshua set up a great to
SREWELE be the sign of the covenant
I-ACROSS. between God and Israel.
5 killed Sisera with a
tent peg.
- 6. When the Children of Israel had
an argument, they came to
Deborahtobe
ACROSS

1. God the Israelites.




WHAT IS5 TRUE?

Put a T in each box next to a true state-
ment. Put an F in each box next to a
statement which is false.
]oshuadiedat the age of
ninety-ei
]cshmnmdeacwenantmﬂithc
people.

Jethro told Moses to hire

leaders for the people. .
Deborah sat beneath a palm tree
in the mountains.

Barak killed Sisera with a tent

PEg.

Jabin’s army had no chariots.
Deborah went with Barak to lead
the people in battle.

Sisera asked Yael to kill Barak and
Deborah.

Yael sang a song to God.

After Deborah, the land was
peaceful for forty years.
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