Why Study Jewish History?

Is Judaism a national identity, like being
American® An ethnic idenury, like being an
Iralian-American? A religion, like being
Christian? Why is Hebrew the language of the
Jews? And why is Isracl our homeland?

To answer these questions, imagine a tme
when all Tews lived in a country of our own. Tust
as Ttaliams live in I'taly, Mexicans in Mexico, and
Swedes in Sweden, so, too, our ancestors, the
Eraclites, lived in Israel. Tt was more than
twcnt}'-ﬂ'r'c hundred years ago. We spoke
Hebrew, were loyal to our king, worshipped as
the majority of citizens did, and served in our
army—the armed forces of ancient Israel.

Back then there were thouwsands of Jews.
Today there are millions. So how did the Jews
grow from a LNy nation to an internatonal
community? Why did so many leave Israel?
Where did they go? And what do we have in
common with our ancestors and with Jews who
now live as far away as Greecs, India, and Iran?

As you read The Hisrary af sbe Fewinh People,
you will discover that our history is the story of
a determined people. In every century, we have
adapted o changing times with creativity and a
sense of purpose while holding fast to our core
beliefs. Cur courage and determination have
been rewarded by each generation’s enriching
contributions to Jewish oadition.

In addition, you will discover that
you are not just smudasg our people’
exrasrdinary journey—you are also
pare of ehe aciion. You will consider
how your life compares to the lives of
those who came before you and how
their dedsions influence yours. Most
important, you will discover that
Jewish history is a story that begins
thousands of years ago, moves across
and avound the world, and leads up o
your community, your family, and
you. By studying our history you can
stand on the shoulders of those who
came before you, view the past and
learn from it, then turn toward the
forure to help build a better, stronger
world.




How Do We Do It?

Chvar the canturies, the Jewish people have faced many challenges. They include
being cast out from our native land and spread out around the world, oftsn suffering
the hardships of poverty and oppression. et our
peopls survive.

How doowe do it?

Some think we continue to survive becauss
of our belief in God and the teachings of the
Bible. Cur faith and tradition hawve given us the
wigdom and strength to overcom e difficult times
and live with joyand courage.

Some think it iz our sense of purpose that
preserves us. Jewish tradition teaches that we mmxﬁﬁ;h:iﬂimdﬂ'q m:
have an |rn|:-cnrt_s|rrt_n:-|e_a to fulfill, that it is our mr':’.“ el m;:;"“':'m- -
duty to help bring justice and goodness into the sourags: do not be terrifisd or ansdous, for
world. This seanse of purposs inspires us to Adorai, your God, is with you wharever
raintain our identity and our values. you go” (Jashua 1:0).

What do you think?

Armnazingly, we have not only sunvived, we
hawve also flourished. And we have enriched the world, beginning with cur Torah, and
inzluding contributions to science, art, medicine, and peace. These accomplishments
account for 20 parcant of the Mobel Prizes
awarded since 1801, What a feat fora
peaple who maks up only .2 percent of the
wiorlds population|

Again, how do we do it?

Some think it is our guestioning naturs.
The prophets taught us to guestion the
way we live—are our actions generous or
selfish, truthful or dishonest, just or unjust?
Perhaps questioning helps us identify both
probklerms and cpportunities that ars not
always obvious.

As you read The History of the Jewish
Paople, consider what helped our peopls

Thee Fawr (hiessious are o highlishs of Hie succead in the larger world, even as we
sEdey. Thy vowiud vy ba thivk spaut why mairtained our Jewish identitiss. You may
bl glEvan frior e Lo dizcover more than one answer, each of

Mg quetHoug and fearching Par amiuae g

which enriches your life.
halped vou leav, and sl proolowe?




