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SECTION 4 Sight Reading

Here students demonstrate their familiarity with sight words and phrases. This section

precedes the section on special reading rules because it is based not on straight decoding

but, rather, on a student’s knowledge of the meaning of each word. A student may

correctly read a word with a special ending or reading rule because he or she knows the

word. When the student encounters the same ending or rule in an unfamiliar word,

however, he or she might not read the word correctly. It is therefore important that you

not draw the conclusion that a student has grasped a special reading rule without

assessing his or her knowledge of that rule in the next section.

Students may be delighted to find that they know the meaning of the words they are

reading.

1. ”Key Words” on page 30 consists of words and phrases found in many primers and

commonly used in Jewish life. You may choose to ask students to read the words as

they appear on the page, or you may prefer to ask them to find the word with a

specific meaning. 

2. “Familiar Words 1” on page 31 consists of [JhÍz†gJk oh≈K°n, or foreign words—words

that are the same in English and Hebrew. 

3. “Familiar Words 2” on page 32 all come from the siddur or biblical Hebrew. This is a

second-level page: these key words will be familiar only to more advanced students.

The page is most appropriate for students in grades 5–7. To build the confidence of

younger students, find words on the page that the child may know (for example,

oπjπk ,Ubhßvflk̆t ,iÍh̃h). 
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Student Name _____________________________ Date ________________

Key Words

cœkUk vœk®j v∂sÅd®v vœf∂rμC .1

vœFøx rœpJI k¿t∂rμGÍh [h≈k®y .2

[œC®I vœP≈F [JrØb IJsœe .3

h¬rμP iJrœFÍz iœI†gƒr vÅuμm°n .4

wßg [JrUćD vœe∂sμm oJkœI .5

vœK≈p̌{ iπpÅD®v vœkĥďn th≈mJN®v .6

vœfflnœF h°n oœkJg iJs̄t rJsÅu rJsμk .7

I®pÅBÍHıu [®cœI [Jμm°nU v∂rJ{ ohÍH®j wßg .8

Which word reminds you of your favorite holiday or ritual? Point to it. Say it out loud.

What do you like about that holiday or ritual?


